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Thank you very much for inviting me to make some brief remarks to you this morning.  This is the first opportunity that I have had, either as U.S. ambassador to the OAS or as Chair of the Permanent Council, to address a meeting of the CIM.  I’m aware that this is the final meeting of the 2000-2002 Executive Committee and would like to congratulate President Indranie Chandarpal, Vice-President Nora Uribe and the other members of the Committee for a very successful and productive tenure.

I have been associated, in one professional capacity or another, with the OAS for more than 15 years and am familiar with the great strides CIM has made in addressing the constantly evolving challenges facing the women of the Americas in a progressive, forward-thinking fashion.  While much of the credit belongs to you, the members of the Executive Committee, much of the hard work was done by Executive Secretary Lomellin and the highly professional staff of the Permanent Secretariat, and I believe they deserve our acknowledgement as well.

During the past two years, the CIM has undertaken very important projects that have given a new direction and perspective to the work of the Commission:  the first-ever Study of Trafficking of Women and Children for the Purpose of Sexual Exploitation in the Americas and a follow-up study on combating gender-based violence, to name but a few.

The U.S. Government was pleased to provide the seed money to launch the Trafficking project and to provide additional funding as the study extended to Brazil, Central America, Panama and the Dominican Republic. Trafficking in persons is a modern form of slavery that preys particularly on women and children.  It is estimated that every year as many as four million people around the world are victimized by traffickers.  

At the Third Summit of the Americas, our leaders committed themselves to work together to stop trafficking in persons in our hemisphere.  The United States is encouraging all countries in the region to sign and ratify the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children.  Since its introduction in the year 2000, more than 100 countries have signed the Protocol – eighteen from the Western Hemisphere, including the United States. The return of this ancient evil demands a hemispheric response and we look forward with great anticipation to the results of the CIM study.

The United States Government also funded the research project “Violence in the Americas: A Regional Analysis, Including a Review of the Implementation of the ‘Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women’”.  The results of the project were presented to NGO experts in gender and violence at four sub regional meetings, the most recent being in Guyana, to analyze findings and present recommendations for follow-up.

Many of you have exchanged views and discussed common experiences with Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs, Paula Dobriansky, at a State Department luncheon.  CIM was also kind enough to invite our Senior Coordinator for International Women’s Issues, April Palmerlee, and the Director of our Office to Combat and Monitor Trafficking in Persons, Ambassador Nancy Ely-Raphel, to a working luncheon to address priorities.

The upcoming Assembly of Delegates in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, promises to be of singular importance.  The formal report from this phase of the Trafficking Study, as well as final recommendations stemming from the regional analyses of efforts to combat violence against women, will be presented to you for your careful consideration and concerted action.  Elections will be held to determine the leadership of CIM for the next two years, and preparations will commence for the next meeting of ministers or of highest appropriate authorities responsible for women’s issues.

The United States is strongly committed to fair play, equal opportunity, and equal treatment across the board. Gender is no exception.  As President Bush declared in his State of the Union Address last January:  “America will always stand firm for the non-negotiable demands of human dignity: [these are] the rule of law; limits on the power of the state; respect for women; private property; free speech; equal justice; and religious tolerance.”

The United States intends to remain actively engaged with CIM as it faces other important challenges in the years ahead.  That is why I am announcing today the candidacy of the United States for a seat on the CIM Executive Committee for the 2002-2004 period and am seeking your support so that together we can achieve not only what is necessary, but also what is right by the hundreds of millions of women in every corner of our hemisphere.

Thank you very much.
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